Notes on Plotinus - Ennead Two, Second Tractate - The Movement of the Heavenly Realm 


2.2.1 The Heavenly Circuit 

Why does the Heavenly realm (i.e. the Sun and stars) move in a circle? Surely this is reflection of it the 
Intellectual Essence which it is a manifestation of. Yet does this motion belong to the Soul of the 
Heavens, or its Material body? 


With regards to the relationship between the circular motions of the Heavenly realm and the Soul of the 
Heavens, there are several possibilities. 


i. The Soul gets swept away by the motions of the Material bodies around it in the Heavens. 
ii. | The Soul is among the things moving within the Heavens, but it does not get swept away 
and they move independently. 
iii. | The Soul is naturally in motion, and it is the driving force of the motion of things within the 
Heavenly realm. 
iv. The Soul initially set the Heavens in motion, but Soul's active effort is not required to keep 
the Heavens in motion past the initial act of setting it in motion. 


It seems likely that if Soul was driving the motion of the Heavenly realm (iii from notes on Ennead Two, 
Second Tractate, Section 1), it would have a place it desires to move everything to. Once Soul achieved 
its goal of moving everything, it would leave them there afterwards. Once everything was in place, why 
would Soul move anything if everything is already where Soul desires it to be? Further, it is hard to 
reconcile the movement of Material things with the movements of incorporeal things. How could 
movement of the incorporeal Soul influence Matter given their qualitative difference? Given that it is 
immaterial, the motions of the Soul do not occur spatially. How can non-spatial motion be transferred to 
Material objects which move around in space? 


Perhaps the movement of the Heavenly realm is not spatial in nature, or at most is spatial only 
incidentally. What could be the nature of such a non-spatial motion as occurs within Soul of the 
Heavenly realm? Since it is Soul, its movements must be congruent with the Acts of the Soul. 
Consequently, it must be movement which originates within itself, its movements must be congruent 
with the experiencing of its own perceptions, congruent with Intellectual reflection of these 
experiences, and its movements must impart animation (i.e. life, vitality). It must be omnipresent to 
everything Material within the Heavens, as nothing Material is outside of its scope. The Soul, being the 
dominant part of an Animated Being, must encompass the Matter which it animates. 


If the Soul had no motion of any kind (ii from notes on Ennead Two, Second Tractate, Section 1), it 
would not be able to provide motion to the Material parts of the body which constitute its life. If the 
Soul ceases to animate the body, the body ceases moving and dies. After all, what animal can live 
without the movement of its heart, lungs, and muscles? The same can be said of the Material Cosmos 
itself. 


How can we reconcile the need for the Heavenly realm to possess both in corporal, nonspatial 
movement of the Soul, with spatial, corporeal movement of its body (i.e. the Heavenly bodies)? The 
solution is that any spatial motion which may be associated with the Soul of the Heavenly realm must 
belong to the Animated Body it ensouls, not to the Soul in of itself. The Animated Being thus 
incorporates both the spatial motions of Material things (e.g. its body), but also the self-containing and 
unifying motion of the Soul. 


How can the Material body of the Heavenly realm move in a circle? After all, matter (including Fire, 
which makes up the Heavenly bodies) moves in a straight line. The answer is that fire has a unique 
nature. Straight movements are used to move from one place to a final destination. When things arrive 
at their destination, the come to rest and cease moving. Why then does the Fire of the Heavenly bodies 
remain in motion indefinitely? Surely at some point it reaches its destination and it should then rest. 
Ultimately, it is because the nature of Fire is to be in constant motion. If Fire is always in motion, its 
motion must take a curved path. Otherwise, if Fire moved indefinitely in a straight line, eventually all of 
the Fire in the Cosmos would dissipate as each part of the Fire moves further and further away from all 
of the others. The Divine requires the presence of fire for its purposes, and so the Fire of the Heavens 
takes the circular path that we observe. 


Does this imply that such movement is the result of Divine providence? Yes, but not as a result of the 
Divine externally imparting its force onto the Heavenly Fire. Rather, it is Divine providence in the sense 
that Divine Providence imparted Fire's nature with circular movemen. So the movement is of Fire's own 
nature and does not require external influence. On the other hand. that fact that Fire's own nature leads 
it to a circular motion is a product of Divine Providence. This is reconciled with Fire, being Matter, 
tending towards straight movement. Fire moves ina straight line in an ascendant direction according to 
its nature to rise. Once it reaches the highest part of the Material realm, it finds nowhere further to go. 
So, its movements curve to allow it to continue. Just as a Human Being must turn to maintain its motion 
if it comes across a solid wall. Since its nature is constant movement, Fire remains in a circuit at the 
highest realm of the Material Cosmos. 


In addition, the center of a any rotating object is always at rest in a linear sense. Since the Heavenly 
realm is a rotating body, its center must be at rest as well. Since only the center of something is at rest, 
if nothing in the Heavens moved, then it would have to be the case that only the center could exist. 
After all, rest only exists in the center. It should be no surprise then that a living Material body, such as 
the Heavens itself, would be moving around its center. If it were not, it would collapse inwards. It needs 
the centrifugal force of circular motion to extend itself from its center and avoid implosion. 


How does the Soul of the Heavens impart movement to the Heavenly bodies? We should not think of 
this in the sense of Soul manifesting some sort of physical force and exerting it to move the Matter in 
the Heavens. The Nature of Soul is not of such a physical quality, but rather Soul merely imparts the 
nature of the All Soul ina more limited capacity to the various bodies within the Material Cosmos. Since 
the nature of the All Soul is to be omnipresence, Soul imparts this tendency to the Heavens as well. Yet, 
being limited by its physicality, the Heavens can only approach omnipresence via constant motion. If 
Soul ever ceased moving, so too would the Heavens. Soul is, however, omnipresent. Given that the 
Heavenly Fire seeks ascendance towards Soul, it is consequently compelled to move around everywhere 
as well. Some might categorize such movement as an eternal failure on the part of Fire to reach its 
destination. The opposite is true, it is eternally successful in reaching Soul, as everywhere it moves to, 
Soul is present as well. Yet Soul is not some place spatial. Consequently, spatial movements of a linear 
type cannot achieve the purpose Fire seeks in reaching Soul. Only through circular motions does Fire 
achieve its goal of approximating the omnipresence Soul. 


If the Soul were stationary, remaining only within the Intellectual realm, the Heavens would be at rest. 
Yet because Soul is omnipresent in the spatial Realm as well, the Matter which seeks it is in constant 
motion. This is so Matter can eventually encounter all of the places which Soul is present. This process 
results in the Heavenly realm’s circular movement. 


2.2.2. Movements of Body and Soul 

What can we say of the lower Heavenly bodies as opposed to the Heavens as a whole? Why is their 
motion of a different kind? This is because they are qualitatively different. Each Heavenly body is its own 
individual part of the Heavens itself. The Heavens as a whole encompasses the entire Material Cosmos. 
Individual objects may encounter and interact with other individual objects, however the Material 
Cosmos as a whole encompasses everything, and so there is nothing external to it for it to run into or 
otherwise interact with. In this context, what can we say about Human Beings? Each Human Being is an 
individual unto themselves, however they are also a small subsection of the larger Material Cosmos as a 
whole. 


If the Heavenly bodies are mingled with Soul wherever they are, why do they need to move around as if 
to seek it out? This is because Soul is not in one particular place. It is omnipresent, and so Material 
bodies must move to seek out all of the places Soul is present. Further, if Soul tends to project from the 
center of things, then it would make sense that the Heavenly bodies would circle around it as though It 
were an axel. Yet there are different meanings which can be ascribed to the word center. In the Material 
realm, center is to be understood spatially. In the realm of Soul, center is to be understood as the point 
source from which it manifests. Yet since we are describing both Soul and Matter (i.e. Animated Bodies), 
we must come up with a roughly analogous term for the center of both. In this sense, the center of both 
Soul and Body can be understood as the place which they revolve around. 


The Soul is sourced from the Divine Intellectual realm (i.e. Nous), and consequently that is the point 
source center which it revolves around. Soul seeks the Good of the Intellectual realm, but is distinct 
from it qualitatively. Since Soul cannot perfectly reconcile with the Intellectual realm due to their 
differing natures, it does its best to seek it out by revolving around it as closely as it can. Why don't the 
lower Souls (e.g. of Human Beings and animals on earth) revolve around the Intellectual realm as well? 
The answer is that they do, but within their own level in the ontological hierarchy. 


Why do our Human bodies not move in circles? This is because that nature of Matter is to move towards 
other places within the spatial realm. Consequently, our bodies move in straight lines from one place to 
another. We leave from point A seeking point B, and stop when we reach point B. Our Human Intellects 
desire to circle around the Intellectual Realm as well, however they are bound in their coupling to our 
Material bodies and get swept away in their linear motions. The Fire which makes up the Heavenly 
Bodies is closest to Soul, and so it readily follows the circular path as is dictated by the nature of Soul. 
The Heavenly Bodies remain in motion, as there is no final destination for the Soul in a spatial sense 
given its omnipresence. Within a Human being, the spiritual aspects of ourselves seeks the Divine realm 
of the Intellectual. Since the Divine itself is incorporeal and has no spatial location, it could be that our 
spirits circle it in their own manor. 


Plato teaches that stars share similarities with the Heavens as a whole beyond their circular motions. 
Every star also circles around its own center reference point. Each star resides in its place as was 
determined by the Divine. Consequently, the Divine is present there for it to encircle. 


2.2.3. The Transmission of Movements from Soul to Matter 
Finally, let us consider the Soul in more detail. 


With regards to the All Soul, there is a lowest phase (i.e. the Intellectual Soul) which connects Life on 
Earth with the presence of Soul throughout the entire universe. Within the Earthly manifestations of 
Soul, there is the lowest part which consists in the base level sense perceptions and emotions (i.e. the 
Unreasoning Soul) which are experienced without thought. There is finally a mediating phase of Earthly 
Soul, which consists in discursive reasoning (i.e. the Reasoning Soul). The Reasoning Soul intakes the 
sense perceptions from the Unreasoning Soul and directs these experiences upwards towards the 
Intellectual by connecting them to Intellectual principles and Ideal Forms. It is this process that imparts 
life. 


The higher parts of the Soul circle around the lower phases in an orbit. Since the lower parts of the Soul 
are encompassed in the higher parts, the lower parts are also moved by the circuit of the higher parts. 
This process is reinforced to the degree which the lower parts of the Soul have ascended upwards, 
increasing their contact with the higher parts of Soul. Being pulled along in the circuit by the higher parts 
of Soul, the lower parts of Soul tend towards this movement as well and are churned up. This motion of 
the lower Soul then in turn churns up the Material Body which it is coupled with. 


When you move any part of a Sphere without breaking it away from the whole, you must in turn move 
every other point within that sphere. This is also the case with Soul and Body. The nonspatial motions of 
the Soul are movements nonetheless, and when the Soul in an Animated Being moves, so to do the 
other parts of the aggregated whole. For example, our immaterial experiences such as joy, fear, 
excitement, and others induce congruent movements within the body. As the Soul moves nonspatially 
to attain the Good within its immaterial sphere, so too is the body spatially moved to achieve this Good 
in its Material sphere. 


The portion of Soul which is the seat of our base level sensory perceptions (i.e. the Unreasoning Soul) is 
moved by the higher order phases of the Soul in a similar manor. It follows the lead of that which is 
above it. This is what is meant when it is said that the lower seeks to follow the higher. Since the Good 
of the Intellectual sphere is omnipresent and superior to Soul, the Earthly Soul moves its Animated Body 
in search of it. It is the same with the Heavenly Fire of the stars constantly moving within the Heavens as 
it seeks to follow Soul. 


The Intellectual itself has no need for linear motion at all. It surrounds the Good in unlimited extension. 
Since it has nowhere to go ina linear sense, but since it moves to seek that which is higher than it, it is 
limited entirely to rotation around the Good itself. In this sense, it is both at rest (in a linear sense) but in 
motion (in a rotational sense). Such is the state of the Cosmos as a whole. It is in constant rotation 
around its center, but its center point never moves anywhere horizontally or vertically as it has nowhere 
to go in such a manor. 


